sion questions follows each chapter. The book identifies itself as user-friendly;
however, it is not for the beginning student. Rather, it presumes a degree of biblical
knowledge of as well as facility in both Hebrew and Greek. A fine glossary and an
extensive bibliography add to the book’s usefulness.
William G. Dever, The Lives of Ordinary People in Ancient Israel:
Where Archaeology and the Bible Intersect. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans
(www.eerdmans.com), 2012. Pages, 445. Paper, $25.00
Archaeological reports can appear quite arcane to those not involved in or acquainted
with the discipline. Dever seeks to remedy this. While he does presume a certain
degree of biblical sophistication on the part of readers, he carefully and clearly
leads them through his conclusions. Calling on archaeological findings rather than
the biblical story, he sets out to construct a history of Israel from the end of the
ninth century (circa 810 b.c.e.) to the Neo-Assyrian challenge to Judah in 701. His
approach is phenomenological, seeking the meaning of the findings in the lives of
the ancient people, not simply their scientific explanations. Pictures, charts, and
drawings illustrate some of the material under discussion. The book will appeal to
a specialized audience including biblical teachers and serious students.
Curtis Paul DeYoung, Wilda C. Gafney, Leticia S. Guardiola-Sáenz, George
“Tink” Tinker, and Frank M. Yamada, eds. The People’s Companion to the
Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2010. Pages, 291.
Paper, $29.00.
Not a commentary in the strict sense, this companion provides various cultural
perspectives and interpretations by fifty-five biblical scholars from several racial
and ethnic origins. This rich cultural diversity underscores the fact that the social
location of the reader significantly influences that reader’s perception. The first
part of the book includes excellent preparation for reading. A self-inventory aids
readers in uncovering their own social location, thus providing insight into the
cultural lenses they employ in reading. Brief introductions to cultural perspectives
(African-American, Latina/o, Native American, Asian-American, Euro-American),
gender sensitivity, and eco-responsibility set the stage for reading the essays on the
respective biblical books. The chapters follow the order of the Protestant canon,
also including the apocryphal/deuterocanonical books. This is a fine companion to
Bible study on all levels.
John Drane, Introducing the Old Testament. 3rd ed. Minneapolis: Fortress Press
(www.fortresspress.com), 2011. Pages, 383. $45.00.
This third edition of a book that first appeared in 1986 includes chapter overviews
and in-depth analyses of key topics. The name suggests a literary approach
(through the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi). However, the book actually
follows the historical development of the nation Israel from the escape from Egypt
of a small band of slaves through tribal organization to the monarchy and beyond.
Though the layout is quite dense, very colorful pictures and reproductions break up
the text on pages that might appear daunting to the beginning student. The only
real study help is the glossary at the end of the book. Unfortunately, there is neither
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