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Calvin” (p. x). Thus it is not focused on provid-
ing creative interpretations or adjudicating sec-
ondary scholarly discussions. Rather, for the 
most part it admirably highlights the main 
threads of Calvin’s thought (using Calvin’s own 
structure, order of presentation, and even words). 
The discussions of providence and predestina-
tion, so important but challenging for introduc-
tory readers, are especially sensitive and 
insightful. Overall, the book’s second section is 
successful in emphasizing what matters most. 
This little volume will be warmly welcomed and 
much used by teachers, pastors, theological stu-
dents, and interested lay readers seeking a basic 
introduction to Calvin’s life and thought.

PHILIP W. BUTIN
FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS
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In this massive volume, David Congdon re-
examines Bultmann’s proposal to demythologize 
Scripture in order to show ways that Bultmann 
shared common theological ground with Karl 
Barth. He presents a surprisingly fresh re-evalua-
tion of the strained relationship between these 
two twentieth-century theological giants. 
Congdon makes this case by pointing out the pri-
mary goals of dialectical theology that Barth and 
Bultmann shared in their early theological work 
in order to argue that the task of demythologizing 
Scripture is a logical outcome of this theological 
common ground. As Congdon claims, “Between 
them [Bultmann and Barth] lie not two paths for 
theology—a view that the present work seeks to 
debunk—but rather two competing narratives of 
dialectical theology” (p. 8).

Congdon demonstrates that the theological 
initiative for both Bultmann and Barth shared a 

“common key” in their primary commitment to 
the mission of the church. Here, the shared task is 
to allow the scandal of the gospel to challenge our 
own self-understanding. A christological founda-
tion lies at the center of their theological commit-
ment. It is in this context that Bultmann’s method 
of demythologizing seeks to allow the kerygmatic 
claims of the gospel to confront us with our need 
for God. Rather than diminish or deny Scripture, 
the task of demythologizing remains focused on 
allowing us to “hear again and afresh what the 
kerygma proclaims” (p. 835).

While wading through the details of this 
lengthy book may be too much to expect of busy 
pastors, the brief and insightful conclusion of 
this volume should be required reading. 
Congdon persuasively argues that the church 
must return to the task of demythologizing 
Scripture if our theology is to reclaim the sote-
riological center espoused by Bultmann’s theol-
ogy (and shared by Barth). To this end, theology 
takes its cues from Bultmann’s insistence on the 
claim of the kerygma on our lives. Or to quote 
Congdon, “Demythologizing therefore denies 
every possible Weltanschauung, even the doctri-
nal or moral world-views dearest to the church’s 
heart” (p. 831). In these days when the procla-
mation of Christian faith often seems beholden 
to the preacher’s liberal or conservative commit-
ments, Congdon uncovers important ways in 
which a reassessment of Bultmann (and Barth) 
can help us hear the gospel address us anew.
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John Kiess contends that Christian theologians 
would do well to engage the unflinching and at 
times controversial thinking of the political phi-
losopher Hannah Arendt. Arendt began her 


