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“There is no wound of exit. A black
boy can fold his body around a bullet.
The cartridge is a pinpoint of craving, a
’ - sort of little love, some slugs are warmer

than mothers,” writes Patricia Smith in
her exegesis of the medical examiner’s
report for a black teenage boy whose
body lies in the morgue. “The face is un-
remarkable. Correction: The black face is
suppressed fireworks.” The poems and
essays in this anthology, written by 43
African-American poets, push against
the assumptions that have built a culture
of violence against black men. Full-page
candid photographs of the poets are jux-
taposed with their words and historic
photos and artwork reflecting the history
of black Americans’ struggles. The result
is a stunning collection of beauty and
protest.




