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a deeper and hidden level revealed to the reader but concealed from the characters 
within the narrative. After a thorough review of the meaning of irony and its 
various expressions in traditional literature, Berg, who is an associate professor in 
religious studies at Concordia University College in Alberta, Canada, sets out on a 
thorough analysis of Matthew’s passion narrative from this perspective. Her literary 
and theological analysis of the biblical text is detailed and creative. Particularly 
fruitful is her application of the device of irony to the infamous text of Matthew 
27:24-27. Berg sees irony at work in the cry of “all the people” (that is, Israel) for 
Jesus’ blood, which on their part is intended to separate themselves from Jesus but 
in the scope of the divine will becomes a means by which Jesus’ innocent blood 
 offers them forgiveness and salvation.

Tony Burke, Secret Scriptures Revealed. A New Introduction to the Christian 
Apocrypha. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (www.eerdmans.com), 2013. Pages, 170. 
Paper, $18.00.

It is unfortunate, I think, but probably helpful for sales, to put a sensational title on 
a book like this. The apocryphal texts Burke reviews are neither “secret” (they have 
been known and commented on for centuries) nor are they “scriptures” in the sense 
that they can claim religious authority for Christians today. Burke, who is an associ-
ate professor of religious studies at York University in Toronto and who has had a 
longstanding interest in this literature, provides helpful background information 
and analysis of these wide-ranging early Christian texts. In fact, in a manner quite 
different from the title of his book, he rebuts many of the exaggerated claims that 
some modern proponents trumpet about this literature in the mode of Dan Brown’s 
The DaVinci Code. As Burke himself points out, the apocryphal literature includes a 
variety of literary forms and arrives on the scene substantially after the canonical 
writings.

James H. Charlesworth, ed., Jesus and Temple. Textual and Archaeological 
 Explorations. Minneapolis: Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2014. 
Pages, xv + 282. Paper, $39.00.

The Temple of Jerusalem remains a fascinating topic of historical and theological in-
quiry. It was the center of Jewish life and the supreme locus of its cult. Archaeology 
has uncovered extraordinary remains of the great Herodian temple that existed at 
the time of Jesus and was important for Jewish Christianity until its destruction by 
the Romans in 70 c.e. This volume, edited by noted New Testament archaeological 
and text scholar James Charlesworth, provides a fine source of information about 
the Temple as well as Jesus’ and early Christianity’s attitudes toward it. Particularly 
helpful is the long essay by Leen Ritmeyer, based on up-to-date archaeological 
finds and textual evidence, that helps the reader imagine in detail this exceptional 
holy place.

Bernard F. Evans, Stewardship. Living a Biblical Call. Collegeville, MN: 
 Liturgical Press (www.litpress.org), 2014. Pages, 135. Paper, $14.95.

This helpful volume provides a biblical and theological foundation for stewardship. 
Practical, clearly written, and accessible to a lay audience, written by an author 


