
246 THE BIBLE TODAY

thereby affording it a status rivaling that of the canonical texts. Goodacre, an associ-
ate professor of New Testament at Duke Divinity School, makes the effective and 
patient case that in fact Thomas was familiar with the Synoptics and was written 
after 135 c.e. Particularly important is his demonstration that evidence of passages 
marked by characteristic elements of the gospels, particularly of Matthew and 
Luke, can be found in Thomas. He speculates that the author of Thomas may have 
shown these traces in his work in order to add credibility to his own particular 
 interpretation of Jesus.

Jason T. Lamoreaux, Ritual, Women, and Philippi. Reimagining the Early 
 Philippian Community. Matrix: The Bible in Mediterranean Context. Eugene, 
OR: Cascade Books (https://wipfandstock.com/cascade_books), 2013. 
Pages, xii + 148. Paper, $18.00.

Although women are explicitly associated with the Christian community in Philippi 
(Lydia in Acts and Euodia and Syntyche in Phil 4:2), most studies of this important 
Pauline letter do not take the role and experience of women in this early Christian 
community into account. Lamoreaux hopes to correct this imbalance by using the 
analytical tool of “ritual studies.” Various cults in Philippi, including the domi-
nance of the Imperial cult, evidenced particular challenges for women, such as both 
the support and threat of Artemis for women facing childbirth and the question of 
women’s participation as citizens if they were to resist involvement in such cults. 
Paul’s admonitions in his letter offer solace in the face of the threat of death and the 
possibility of supportive participation in the Christian community that could be 
 attractive to the women at Philippi.

Eugene E. Lemcio, Travels With St. Mark: GPS for the Journey. Eugene, OR: 
Wipf & Stock (https://wipfandstock.com), 2012. Pages, xiv + 64. Paper, $9.00.

This slender volume is intended as a “pedagogical aid” for the study of Mark’s 
 gospel. Unique in format, it attempts to draw the student or reader into a personal 
exploration of key segments of Mark’s text through a series of charts, comparisons, 
and brief explanatory comments, along with some reflection questions. I attempted 
to work my way through it but confess that at times the point or value of this ap-
proach escaped me. However, teachers of Mark’s gospel might have better success 
in using this aid in their own exposition of the gospel.

M. David Litwa, Iesus Deus. The Early Christian Depiction of Jesus as a 
 Mediterranean God. Minneapolis: Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 
2014. Pages, xi + 281. Paper, $39.00.

This is a very substantial and helpful study that emphasizes the influence of 
 Greco-Roman culture and its notion of deification on early Christian depictions of 
Jesus’ divinity. Litwa is not intending to debunk or relativize Christian convictions 
about Jesus’ divinity or to suggest that Christian faith in the divinity of Christ was 
part of an evolutionary process that took place as Christianity moved further into 
Greco-Roman culture. Rather, he wants to explore how, along with its important 
Jewish matrix, early Christianity was also influenced by its surrounding Hellenistic 
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culture. In fact, as Litwa points out, New Testament scholarship has long recog-
nized that the Judaism of the first century was already strongly influenced by 
 Greco-Roman culture. Litwa selects key events of Jesus’ life, from his conception to 
his exaltation, to illustrate how some early Christian writers from the New Testa-
ment up to the third century used the language and concepts of the Greco-Roman 
language of deification. Litwa’s careful and respectful considerations are, in my 
view, misrepresented in the title of this volume; he is not claiming that early 
 Christianity depicted Jesus as a “Mediterranean God” as if Jesus were one among 
many claimants to divinity, but that its unique claims for Jesus drew on the lan-
guage and forms of deification found in the surrounding Mediterranean culture to 
express its Christology.

Susan Dehn Matthews, No Longer Silent: The Empowerment of Women in the 
Gospels. Chicago: ACTA Publications (www.actapublications.com), 2011. 
Pages, 525. Paper, $14.95.

This is a lovely and engaging book of reflections on women characters in the 
 gospels. The author, a mother of two adult children and a frequent lecturer and 
 author on the subject of Catholic and Christian spirituality, offers imaginative and 
thoughtful retellings of accounts in the gospels in which women figure promi-
nently. Her meditations and reflection questions accompanying each vignette lead 
easily into the meaning of the text and invite a spirit of prayer.

Scot McKnight, Sermon on the Mount. The Story of God Bible Commentary. 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan (www.zondervan.com), 2013. Pages, xvi + 300. 
Cloth, $29.99.

This is among the first volumes of a new commentary series that has a strong 
 pastoral bent. The overarching title of the series, “The Story of God,” indicates that 
individual biblical books should be interpreted in the light of the whole of the 
Scriptures. This volume focuses on the Sermon on the Mount. The author (who is 
also a general editor of the series), Scot McKnight, a professor of New Testament at 
Northern Seminary in Lombard, Illinois, is exceptionally skilled not only in his 
 exposition of the text but in his clear and attractive manner of discussing the mean-
ing of the Sermon for Christian life today. The series is intentionally Evangelical in 
its theological and ecclesial viewpoint but, while the Catholic reader will miss perti-
nent references to Catholic tradition and scholarship (e.g., on such issues as justice 
and peacemaking), the tone of McKnight’s exposition is open and welcoming, and 
will reward Christian readers of all traditions.

Lidija Novakovic, Raised From the Dead According to Scripture: The Role of 
Israel’s Scripture in the Early Christian Interpretations of Jesus’ Resurrection. 
T&T Clark Jewish and Christian Texts Series. New York: Bloomsbury 
(www.bloomsbury.com), 2014. Pages, xxii + 269. Paper, $39.95.

This is a carefully crafted and detailed study of how earliest Christianity, on the 
basis of the Hebrew Scriptures, affirmed both Jesus’ messianic status and his resur-
rection as the beginning of the general resurrection of the dead. Although some 


