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Darrin W. Snyder Belousek, Good News. The Advent of Salvation in the 
 Gospel of Luke. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press (www.litpress.org), 2014. 
Pages, xiv + 139. Paper, $16.95.

Belousek teaches religion and philosophy at Northern University and Bluffton 
 University, along with serving as executive director of Bridgefolk, a Catholic- 
Mennonite ecumenical organization based at Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, 
Minnesota. He draws on this unusual background that blends both Anabaptist 
 tradition and the Benedictine heritage of prayer in order to reflect on the meaning 
of salvation in Luke’s gospel. Although the death and resurrection of Jesus remain 
key, Belousek wants to emphasize that “salvation” in Luke is not confined to the 
cross but also refers to the impact of the whole of Christ’s mission, including heal-
ing, freedom from fear, and a sense of mission itself. This is a rich reflection on 
Luke’s theology written in an attractive style.

Cornelis Bennema, A Theory of Character in New Testament Narrative. 
 Minneapolis: Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2014. Pages, xvii + 216. 
Paper, $39.00.

This is a very interesting and constructive book on how to view “characters” in the 
New Testament narratives. An interest in the role and function of characters within 
a narrative has been a by-product of the modern literary critical approach to study 
of the gospels. Often, as Bennema notes, scholars have claimed that characters in 
the New Testament texts fit into Greco-Roman patterns, in which characters are 
“flat,” that is, without much definition or development and with no insight into 
their inner life—a pattern very different from the role of characters in modern 
 literature. Bennema challenges this assumption and demonstrates that characters in 
New Testament narratives are more complex and can be evaluated along a spectrum 
of traits. To accomplish this, the author develops a grid of various character traits 
and functions and, with this grid, measures specific characters in Mark, John, and 
the Acts of the Apostles.

InHee C. Berg, Irony in The Matthean Passion Narrative. Minneapolis: 
 Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2014. Pages, xii +231. Paper, $39.00.

This is a significant study of Matthew’s passion narrative, viewed through the lens 
of the literary device of “irony.” Irony in its classical rhetorical use works on two 
levels within a text—one “lower level” on the surface of the narrative, and the other 


