






384 ANGLICAN AND EPISCOPAL HISTORY 

Christianity and the need to compromise with the secular world 

that remain important today. 

J. Douglas Ousley Church of the Incarnation, New York City 

The History of American Higher Education. By Roger L. Geiger. (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2015, Pp. xviii, 564. $35.00.) 

Roger L. Geiger, distinguished professor of higher education at 
Pennsylvania State University, has written a work that promises to 
be definitive. This encyclopedic book is as readable as it is thor

ough, drawing upon voluminous monographs and articles. No pe

dantic study, it places the history of colleges and universities in the 

context of broader political, economic, and social trends, the au

thor always showing a firm grasp of the general American narrative. 

The book is worthy of a review-essay such as found in The New 
York Review of Books and of necessity this critique must be brief. 

Geiger starts with the colonial and revolutionary eras, then shows 
the positive impact of the Second Great Awakening and of the 
Morrill Act of 1862, which established land-grant institutions for 

many states. He traces the development of graduate education 

and such professional schools as law, business, and medicine 

during the Gilded Age and Progressive era Particularly fascinat

ing is his treatment of the "collegiate revolution" that peaked in 

the 1920s, during which athleticism, extracurricular activities, and 

Greek-letter societies dominated the life of the pervasive "gentle
man scholars." Geiger does much with the religious founding of 
many institutions, beginning with Harvard College in 1636 and 

manifesting itself with greatest intensity from 1820 to 1840. 

Though the great wave of church-related colleges subsided by 
the time of the Civil War, the interdenominational Young Men's 

Christian Association played a crucial role in an increasingly sec
ular academe, joining a traditional religiosity to a collegiate ver

sion of "muscular Christianity." 

Devotees of Anglican history may focus on some of Geiger's 

findings. During its formative years, the College of William and 
Mary, founded in 1693 by the liberal priestJames Blair, was little 

more than a finishing school. Producing no graduates, its primary 
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function lay in giving the sons of the wealthy planter class an 

opportunity to pick up some Latin at its grammar school. Elihu 
Yale, whose endowment and library formed the basis of Yale Col

lege, was an Anglican, not a Puritan, a circumstance that did not 

prevent two Congregationalist faculty members, Timothy Cutler 

and Samuel Johnson, from being fired for converting to the 
Church of England. New York's King's College (later Columbia) 

and the College of Philadelphia (later the University of Pennsylva

nia) were both established two decades before the American Rev
olution by upper-class Anglicans who sought institutions that 
would solidify their social position while absorbing the wider En

glish culture. Philadelphia College's provost, William Smith, was "a 

political rather than a theological Anglican" (46), but, according 
to Geiger, the most progressive leader of the colonial era. As the 

author notes, all three Anglican colleges resisted the road to rev
olution. The Philadelphia fought British policies but opposed in
dependence. The faculty of William and Mary, Loyalists all, lost 

touch with its insurrectionist constituency. King's College unequiv

ocally backed George Ill. One only wishes that Geiger, or another 
historian equally gifted, will take the story of higher education 

from 1941 to the present. 

Justus D. Doenecke New College of Florida 

Oriel College: A History. Edited by Jeremy Catto. (Oxford: Oxford Uni
versity Press, 2014, Pp. xx, 847. £85.00, $130.00.) 

On Jeremy Catto's retirement as a fellow of Oriel College in 

2006, the editor of this volume, was hailed in The Spectator (10 

June 2006) as the "legendary tutor" and "the don who embodies 
Oxford." Catto is an established authority on the early history of 

the University of Oxford, having edited the first volume of the 
university's official history, Early Oxford Schoo{,S (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1984) and coedited the second. volume, Late

Medieval Oxford (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993). In this 

volume, he turns to the history of his own college, founded by 

King Edward II in 1326: Oriel-the fifth oldest of Oxford's thirty

eight colleges. Of the book's twenty-six chapters, Catto's three 
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