Preface

The work of Friedrich Schleiermacher has experienced a revival of interest over
the last few decades. Research centers and scholarly associations in Germany
and the United States have produced new critical editions and translations
of his writings that offer considerably greater access to the manifold areas of
his thought. Recent German and Anglophone studies have also opened new
avenues for understanding the nuance and complexity of his philosophical
and theological works. These combined efforts have allowed significant
reconsiderations of Schleiermacher’s theological contributions and a much fuller
portrayal of his overall dogmatic vision. This book draws from this growing
international collaboration to examine the novel coordination of grace and
history in Schleiermacher’s dogmatic writings. Charting an alternative to the
reigning theological debates of his time, Schleiermacher fashioned an
innovative understanding of Christ’s relationship to human history. He depicts
Christ’s surpassing influence in history as an immanent transformation,
arresting and elevating human living from within, and inaugurating the Reign
of God. This presentation traces this theme throughout Schleiermacher’s
dogmatic theology with special attention to his neglected work in Christian
Ethics (Christliche Sittenlehre).

In the course of working on this project, I have incurred an embarrassment
of debts on both sides of the Atlantic. It is my pleasure to thank those institutions
and individuals that provided support for this work. Early research for this
project was aided by generous grants from the Ernest Fortin Memorial
Foundation at Boston College. A further grant from the U.S. Fulbright Scholars
Program enabled me to spend a very productive year in Berlin in 2009-10,
conducting research in collaboration with the theological faculty at Humboldt
University of Berlin. I am also thankful for a research stipend from the
Schleiermacher-Gesellschaft in 2010 that allowed me to further develop and
clarify central portions of this study.

I am deeply grateful to the individuals who generously offered their
assistance and expertise throughout this research. My thanks belong first of all
to the members of my dissertation committee at Boston College, Frederick
Lawrence, Charles Hefling, Michael Himes, and Terrence Tice. Their insight,
enthusiasm, and steady encouragement made this study possible. Special thanks
are also due to Wilhelm Grib, Notger Slenczka, and Friedrich Lohmann,
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who welcomed me at Humboldt University in Berlin and freely gave sound
counsel and thoughtful criticism during the early stages of my research. I
am also indebted to Andreas Arndt and Wolfgang Virmond of the Berlin-
Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften for their helpful suggestions
regarding resources for Schleiermacher’s thought. And I owe great thanks
to Hermann Peiter, who provided me with advance copies of his then still-
unpublished critical edition of Schleiermacher’s 1826-27 lectures on Christliche
Sittenlehre and offered detailed criticism throughout this project.

I want to extend thanks as well to colleagues whose constructive interest
and support have helped to make this research both enriching and enjoyable,
especially John Slotemaker, Michael DeJonge, and Joshua Bode.

Finally, I owe my greatest debt of thanks to my wife and dearest friend,
Deb.





