
PART 1

Why Fear? Why Now?

In part 1, I want you to think about the question “why” or “why now?” The chapters 
in this section examine the need for exploring the emotion of fear through our current 
cultural milieu. In chapter 1, I open by exploring the need for conversation between lit-
erature on emotions and theology. This exploration takes us into the long held doctrine 
of the impassability of od. In addition, I explore the di erences between anxiety and 
fear, as well as how they have been con ated in our common cultural language. 

In chapter 2, I look at how threats are generated in our current culture. By explor-
ing the ways in which we consume media stories about terrorism, crime, and humanity, 
I put forth the idea that we are living in a culture of fear. This is an unprecedented time 
when humanity has access to global events at their ngertips. Thus, this is also a time 
in history when the threats of the world are commonly known and digested by anyone 
with access to the news, newspaper, or an RSS news feed. 

Throughout this part of the book, I build the case that a new examination of fear 
is warranted; it is a “why now” set of propositions meant to help us see the necessity of 
exploring fear in new and complex ways. As you go through these rst two chapters, I 
will refer back to the case examples mentioned in the introduction. It will be helpful if 
you keep these three diverse examples in mind as we move through the chapters, as they 
will help ground your reading of this text. 
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