
Co n t e n t s

Acknowledgments vii

Introduction: Why study Christianity?  1

 1. Why is the Bible central to Christianity? 9

 2. What do Christians believe about God? 31

 3. What do Christians believe about Jesus? 51

 4. What do Christians believe about the Spirit  
and the church?  73

 5. Why does Christianity have so many denominations 
and spiritualities? 91

 6. How do Christians worship? 119

 7. How did the church develop? 141

 8. What are saints? 169

 9. What do Christians say about their relationship  
to the state? 187

10. What do Christians say about sexual issues? 207



vi Contents

11. What do Christians say about science? 227

12. What do Christians say about religious truth? 247

Conclusion: Why continue studying Christianity? 265

Chronology: What are some significant dates in Christian history? 271
Book List: What are some worthwhile books written  
 by Christians?  279
Notes  281
Photo Credits 289
Index  293




