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Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Preaching and Teaching the Last Things. Grand Rapids: 
Baker Academic (www.bakeracademic.com), 2011. Pages, xx + 184. Paper, $19.99.

“Eschatology” refers to the consummation of the cosmos and the present world 
order (p. xii). Convinced that almost half the teaching of Scripture focuses on the 
“last things,” Kaiser shows how fifteen such passages can be both exegeted and 
preached. There are six parts: individual and general eschatology, the nation Israel, 
the New David and Zion, the Day of the Lord, the events of the last seven years 
and the arrival of the Western confederacy, and the coming millennial rule of Christ 
and arrival of the eternal state. An Evangelical viewpoint expressed is that of Israel 
as “God’s timepiece” (p. 82)—the “third return of Israel to the land of promise” 
(p. 45) and the idea that its peace and security there forms part of the eschatological 
scenario. This book is for students and pastors.

Grenville J. R. Kent, et al., eds., Reclaiming the Old Testament for Christian 
Preaching. Downers Grove IL: InterVarsity Press (www.ivpress.com), 2010. 
Pages, 256. Paper, $23.00.

Thirteen professors of Old Testament from all over the world, who also exercise 
the ministry of preaching, in this book discuss and present models for the various 
genres and parts of the “Bible’s often neglected 78%,” including a chapter on preach-
ing on difficult texts like Genesis 22, Joshua–Judges, and violence (Gordon Wenham, 
pp. 215–32). The presenters span the spectrum of Protestant, Evangelical, and 
 charismatic denominations. The chapters draw on papers presented at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, July 2009, at the Tyndale Fellowship Old Testament Study Group. 
“Context” is not only historical; it is also literary and canonical, the last differing for 
Jews and Christians (pp. 240–41). Christians see the story as brought to completion 
in Christ; hence a Christian reading of the Old Testament is valid for them, but this 
must be in creative engagement with the Old Testament context.

Jack R. Lundbom, The Hebrew Prophets: An Introduction. Minneapolis: 
 Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2010. Pages, xiii + 258. Paper, $18.00.

Lundbom wrote a rhetorical commentary on Jeremiah 1–20 in 1999. In this Intro-
duction he leads the student through aspects of the rhetoric of the Hebrew prophets 
(pp. 159–218). He discusses what being a prophet meant in Israel, highlighting 
 authoritative mediation of the word of God and especially prayer. Chapter 2, the 
longest (pp. 32–137), reports briefly on the messages of the prophets, from Samuel 
to Malachi, according to a reconstructed historical order. Interesting is the question 
of authenticity (pp. 138–56). To be authentic, each word or deed of a prophet must 
proceed from a specific inspiration (p. 140), though authentic messages of yesterday 
can become inauthentic messages of today (p. 142). Though written as a textbook, 
this book is accessible to the average reader.

R. W. L. Moberly, The Theology of the Book of Genesis. New York: Cambridge 
University Press (www.cambridge.org), 2009. Pages, xxiv + 272. Paper, $24.99.

Moberly’s approach is “via various contemporary debates about, and appeals to, 
the biblical text” (p. xxi). The entrance point of such theology is “rather from some 
issue or challenge within continuing Christian life” (p. 17). The lion’s share is given to 


