
Table of Contents 
 
Abbreviations 

1. Scholarship Regarding Jesus' Sentence to Death 
Some Historical and Theological Presuppositions 
A Scholarly "Bent" in All Writing on the Trail? 
The Kind of Writing That the Gospels Are 
 

2. What Roman Law Allowed 
Something of the History of Roman Palestine in the Period 
What Can Be Known of Pilate's Legal Powers 
The Pilate of Jewish History versus the Pilate of the Gospels 
A Thoroughgoing Historical Skepticism 
 

3. The Interrogation and Trial according to Mark 
Some Theories on Mark's Target Audience 
Belief in a Suffering Son of Man Rather than Historical Concern 
The Roles of Judas, the Sanhedrin, and the High Priest 
The Use Mark Made of Daniel &:13 and Psalm 110 
Jesus' Confession before the High Priest and the Church's End-Time 
Faith 
Challenge and Response: Mark's Faith in Who Jesus Is 
The Charge of Blasphemy 
Jesus Mocked, Betrayed 
Mark's Setting of Times and Places; The Barabbas Story 
The Unavailability of Clear Answers to Clearly Posed Questions 
 

4. The History of the Tradition of the Interrogation and Trial in 
Matthew 
Jesus' Conduct in Trial and Passion Consistent with His Teachings 
A Commonplace on the Temple's End-Time Destruction Made a Charge 
against Jesus 
Matthew's Further Modifications of Mark and Special Insertions 
Matthew's Primary Concerns Theological 
 

5. The Inquest and Trial Narratives in the Gospel according to Luke 
The Lukan Supper and Gethsemane Narratives; Peter's Denials 
Jesus before the Sanhedrin, Pilate, and Herod Antipas 



Luke's Hypothetical Passion Source Distinguished from Mark 
Theology and Historical Tradition Blended in Luke's Passion Source 
Luke's Christology Requires That Jesus Be Found Guilty and Pilate 
Innocent 
The Final Days 
 

6. The Caiaphas and Pilate Narratives in John 
Theories of a Mark-John and a Luke-John Relation 
What John Added to His Hypothetical Source 
John as Master Dramatist 
 

7. Conclusions 
Acknowledging the Biases of the Gospels as They Come to Us 
Can Gospel Scholarship Reduce Christian Anti-Semitism? 

Notes 
Select Bibliography on the Passion and Trial of Jesus 
General Index 
Index of Scripture Passages 
 


	Table of Contents

