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well aware that these texts are more than simply historical accounts. He artfully 
blends the gospel narratives with current reliable information drawn from 
archaeology and history.

Brant Pitre, Jesus and the Last Supper. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans  
(www.eerdmans.com), 2015. Pages, xiv + 590. Cloth, $55.00.

This erudite work is, in fact, a contribution to the contemporary study of the 
historical Jesus. Where many scholars exclude or overlook the accounts of the Last 
Supper in Paul and the gospels as irrelevant to an understanding of the context, 
intent, and self-understanding of Jesus, Pitre, who is professor of Sacred Scripture 
at Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans, contends that the Last Supper texts are 
pivotal. He argues that Jesus’ words over the bread and wine are fully compatible 
with his first-century Jewish context, reflect deep motifs of the Old Testament and 
Jesus’ own ministry, reveal his self-identity as Messiah, disclose Jesus’ view of his 
own death as an atonement for sin, and confirm that Jesus intended to found a 
community that was centered around the Eucharist (“Do this in memory of me.”). 
No doubt scholars will contend with these affirmations, but this fine work needs to 
be taken seriously and provides rich insight about the mission of Jesus and the 
meaning of the Eucharist.

Stanley E. Porter, John, His Gospel, and Jesus. In Pursuit of the Johannine 
Voice. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (www.eerdmans.com), 2015. Pages, xii + 297. 
Paper, $30.00.

This book is a series of essays on the Jesus of John’s gospel by noted Canadian 
scholar Stanley Porter, who is president, dean, and professor of New Testament at 
McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ontario. He notes that the Gospel of John 
has been studied from a variety of angles, but his focus is on the central purpose of 
John—namely, the proclamation of Jesus. From that vantage point Porter tackles 
various aspects of the gospel and its portrayal of Jesus, drawing on a series of 
papers he has given over the years (two of them previously published and now 
revised for this volume), including the issue of the sources of John’s work, the 
“I am” sayings, the use of the Passover motif, the prologue, the role of the Jews, 
and the integration of chapter 21 into the gospel as a whole. Scholars and serious 
students of John will appreciate Porter’s fresh and thorough approach to such 
topics.

E. P. Sanders, Paul. The Apostle’s Life, Letters, and Thought. Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press (www.fortresspress.com), 2015. Pages, xxxv + 862. Paper, $39.00.

E. P. Sanders is one of the most influential biblical scholars of the modern era, one 
whose work has brought about a new appreciation of Paul’s relationship to his 
Jewish heritage. His foundational work, Paul and Palestinian Judaism (1977), helped 
scholars move from a stereotyped view of first-century Judaism as legalistic to 
understanding it primarily as a response to the gift of God’s revelation through 
fidelity to the Law—what Sanders termed “covenantal nomism.” After a long 
hiatus Sanders has now published another major work on Paul, meant to be a 
“complete” account of the apostle’s life and the content of his writings. The book is 
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intended for a biblically literate but introductory audience and it is written with 
Sanders’s characteristic clarity. He examines in detail the theological argumentation 
of Paul’s undisputed letters, although he claims to be a historian rather than a theo-
logian. Perhaps of greatest value is the extensive and detailed presentation of the 
life of Paul and the religious and social context in which the apostle worked and 
wrote (although, curiously, Sanders does not take up the debated question of 
whether or not Paul was a Roman citizen). This work will surely be a reference 
point for Pauline scholarship for some time to come.

Donald Senior, The Gift of Administration. New Testament Foundations for 
the Vocation of Administrative Service. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press 
(www.litpress.org), 2016. Pages, xxvii + 167. Paper, $16.95.

[DISCLAIMER: As occasionally happens, I have to include in the list of new publications one 
that I have written. In the interest of some degree of objectivity, instead of praising this book 
to the heavens I will be content with a description of its contents and leave judgment about its 
worth to its readers!]

As its title indicates, this study views the work of administrators as capable of 
being a genuine expression of Christian discipleship. To make that case the book 
describes the biblical roots of typical facets of administrative service: leadership, 
institutional mission, planning, fundraising and financial management, personnel 
issues, developing a sense of community and purpose in the workplace. Its intended 
audience is all those who serve, particularly in not-for-profit institutions, and who 
want to find nourishment for their Christian discipleship in the work they do 
each day.

Rodney A. Whitacre, Using and Enjoying Biblical Greek. Reading the 
New Testament with Fluency and Devotion. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic 
(www.bakerpublishinggroup.com/bakeracademic), 2015. Pages, xiii + 258. 
Paper, $24.99.

Here is a fine textbook on biblical Greek specifically designed for those who in the 
past had taken a course in Greek but did not keep up with the language. It will also 
be of use to those who are currently taking an introductory course but want to 
accelerate their grasp of the language, going deeper and faster. Whitacre, professor 
emeritus of biblical studies at Trinity School for Ministry, draws on his love for the 
language and his long experience in teaching to design a series of lessons that help 
the student reach a level of fluency in reading and understanding biblical Greek. 
He emphasizes the importance of plunging into the reading of the text in Greek. 
It is noteworthy that one of his suggested practices is that of meditating on the text 
in the form of lectio divina, approaching the New Testament as a sacred text and 
taking seriously its original language.

Michael Wolter, Paul: An Outline of His Theology. Waco TX: Baylor University 
Press (www.baylorpress.com), 2015. Pages, xv + 476. Cloth, $79.95.

This is an exceptionally incisive and thorough exposition of the theology that can be 
detected in Paul’s letters. It is smoothly translated by Robert L. Brawley, professor 
emeritus of New Testament at McCormick School of Theology in Chicago. Wolter, 




