
v

Contents

Contributors	 vii
Introduction	 1
	 Marcia Y. Riggs and James Samuel Logan

Part One: Moral Dilemmas
  1.	 Maps of Meaning: Black Bodies and African Spirituality  
	 as African Diaspora Trope	 11
		  Anthony B. Pinn
  2.	 Homecoming in the Hinterlands: Ethical Ministries  
	 of Mission in Nigeria	 23
		  Katie Geneva Cannon
  3.	 Women in Rastafari	 37
		  Noel Leo Erskine
  4.	 Religious Pluralism in Africa: Insights from Ifa Divination Poetry	 51
		  Jacob K. Olupona
  For Reflection and Study	 59

Part Two: Moral Community
  5.	 The American Constitution: Its Troubling Religious  
	 and Ethical Paradox for Blacks	 63
		  Riggins R. Earl Jr.
  6.	 The Challenge of Race: A Theological Reflection	 77
		  James H. Cone
  7.	 Race, Religion, and the Race for the White House	 99
		  Dwight N. Hopkins
  For Reflection and Study	 121



Contentsvi

Part Three: Moral Discourse
  8.	 “Who Is Their God?” A Critique of the Church Based  
	 on the Kingian Prophetic Model	 125
		  Lewis V. Baldwin
  9.	 Onward, Christian Soldiers! Race, Religion, and Nationalism  
	 in Post–Civil Rights America	 139
		  Jonathan L. Walton
10.	Overcoming Christianization: Reconciling Spiritual  
	 and Intellectual Resources in African American Christianity	 159
		  Rosetta E. Ross
11.	A Moral Epistemology of Gender Violence	 171
		  Traci C. West
For Reflection and Study	 185

Part Four: Moral Vision
12.	An Ecowomanist Vision	 189
		  Melanie L. Harris
13.	An American Public Theology in the Absence of Giants:  
	 Creative Conflict and Democratic Longings	 195
		  Victor Anderson
14.	Walking on the Rimbones of Nothingness: Embodied  
	 Scholarship for Those of Us Way Down Under the Sun	 215
		  Emilie M. Townes
15.	Still on the Journey: Moral Witness, Imagination,  
	 and Improvisation in Public Life	 229
		  Barbara A. Holmes
For Reflection and Study	 239

Afterword	 241
	 Marcia Y. Riggs and James Samuel Logan
Notes		 243
Indexes	 263



vii

Contributors

Victor Anderson is professor of Christian ethics at Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School, with a joint appointment as professor of African Amer-
ican studies and religious studies in the College of Arts and Sciences. He 
is author of Beyond Ontological Blackness: An Essay in African American 
Religious and Cultural Criticism (1995); Pragmatic Theology: Negotiating 
the Intersection of an American Philosophy of Religion and Public Theology 
(1999); and Creative Exchange: A Constructive Theology of African Ameri-
can Religious Experience (Fortress Press, 2008).

Katie Geneva Cannon is the Annie Scales Rogers Professor of Chris-
tian Ethics at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Va. In 1983 
Cannon became the first African American woman to receive a PhD 
from Union Theological Seminary in New York City and was also the 
first African American woman to be ordained in the United Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A.). She is the author or editor of numerous articles 
and seven books, including Katie’s Canon: Womanism and the Soul of the 
Black Community and Black Womanist Ethics (1998).

James H. Cone is the Charles A. Briggs Distinguished Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Union Theological Seminary. Dr. Cone is best 
known for his groundbreaking works, Black Theology and Black Power 
(1969) and A Black Theology of Liberation (1970), as well as the highly 
acclaimed God of the Oppressed (1975), Martin and Malcolm and 
America: A Dream or a Nightmare? (1991), and, most recently, Risks of 
Faith (1999). An ordained minister in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Dr. Cone’s current research focuses on the cross and the lynch-
ing tree, exploring the relationship between the two theologically.



Contributorsviii

Lewis V. Baldwin is professor of religious studies at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. Among his many publications are There Is a Balm in Gilead: The 
Cultural Roots of Martin Luther King Jr. (Fortress Press, 1991); To Make 
the Wounded Whole: The Cultural Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. (For-
tress Press, 1992); and Toward the Beloved Community: Martin Luther 
King Jr. and South Africa (1995). An ordained Baptist preacher, his most 
recent book is Never to Leave Us Alone: The Prayer Life of Martin Luther 
King Jr. (Fortress Press, 2010).

Riggins R. Earl Jr. is professor of ethics and theology at the Interde-
nominational Theological Center in Atlanta. His significant publications 
include Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self and Community in the 
Slave Mind (2003); Dark Salutations: Ritual, God, and Greetings in the 
African American Community (2001); and The Jesus as Lord and Savior 
Problem: Blacks’ Double Consciousness Self-Worth Dilemma (forthcom-
ing). He is currently researching a book-length manuscript titled Blacks, 
the Bible, and the Constitution.

Noel Leo Erskine is professor of theology and ethics at Emory Univer-
sity’s Candler School of Theology and Graduate Division of Religion, 
specializing in black theology and pedagogy, the history and develop-
ment of the black church, and theological method in the work of James 
Cone, Karl Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Martin Luther King Jr. His 
publications include From Garvey to Marley: Rastafari Theology (2005); 
King Among the Theologians (1994); Decolonizing Theology: A Caribbean 
Perspective (1981, 1998); and Black People and the Reformed Church in 
America (1978).

Melanie L. Harris is associate professor of religion at Texas Christian 
University in Ft. Worth. An ordained minister in the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, she holds degrees from Union Theological 
Seminary, Iliff School of Theology, and Spelman College. As a former 
broadcast journalist, Dr. Harris worked as a television news producer 
and news writer for ABC, CBS, and NBC news affiliates in Atlanta and 
Denver. She is the author of Gifts of Virtue: Alice Walker and Womanist 
Ethics (2010).



Contributors ix

Barbara A. Holmes is professor of ethics and African American studies 
at Memphis Theological Seminary, where she was formerly vice pres-
ident of academic affairs and dean of the seminary. Ordained in the 
Latter Rain Apostolic Holiness Church in Dallas, she has privilege of call 
in the United Church of Christ and recognition of ministerial standing 
in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Her most recent publica-
tions include Liberation and the Cosmos: Conversations with the Elders 
(Fortress Press, 2008) and Joy Unspeakable: Contemplative Practices of the 
Black Church (Fortress Press, 2004). 

Dwight N. Hopkins is professor of theology in the University of Chi-
cago Divinity School and senior editor of the Henry McNeil Turner/
Sojourner Truth Series in Black Religion. Among his many works are 
Being Human: Race, Culture, and Religion (Fortress Press, 2005); Heart 
and Head: Black Theology—Past, Present, and Future (2002); Introducing 
Black Theology of Liberation (1999); Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion 
and Black Theology (Fortress Press, 1999); and Shoes That Fit Our Feet: 
Sources for a Constructive Black Theology (1993); as well as numerous 
edited and coedited volumes. 

James Samuel Logan is associate professor of religion, and associate pro-
fessor and director of African and African American Studies, at Earl-
ham College. He earned an MA in theology and ethics from Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary and a PhD in religion and society from 
Princeton Seminary. His publications include Good Punishment? Chris-
tian Moral Practice and U.S. Imprisonment (2008); “Liberalism, Race, and 
Stanley Hauerwas,” CrossCurrents (Winter 2006); and “Immanuel Kant 
on Categorical Imperative,” in Beyond the Pale: Reading Christian Ethics 
From the Margins, ed. Miguel De La Torre and Stacey Floyd-Thomas 
(forthcoming fall 2011). 

Jacob K. Olupona is professor of African religious traditions at Har-
vard Divinity School, with a joint appointment as professor of African 
and African American studies in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. His 
books include Òrìsà Devotion as World Religion: The Globalization of 
Yorùbá Religious Culture (coedited with Terry Rey, 2008), and Kingship, 



Contributorsx

Religion and Rituals in a Nigerian Community: A Phenomenological Study 
of Ondo Yoruba Festivals. A past president of the African Association for 
the Study of Religion (1991), his forthcoming book is Ile-Ife: The City of 
201 Gods.

Anthony B. Pinn is the Agnes Cullen Arnold Professor of Humanities, 
Professor of Religious Studies, and Director of Graduate Studies at 
Rice University. He is the author of numerous books including What Is 
African American Religion? (Fortress Press, 2011); Terror and Triumph: 
The Nature of Black Religion (Fortress Press, 2003); Varieties of African 
American Religious Experience (Fortress Press, 1998); The Black Church 
in the Post–Civil Rights Era (2002); Why, Lord? Suffering and Evil in Black 
Theology (1999); and African American Humanist Principles: Living and 
Thinking Like the Children of Nimrod (2004). 

Marcia Y. Riggs is the J. Erskine Love Professor of Christian Ethics at 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and director of the 
ThM program. She is a recognized authority on the black woman’s 
club movement of the nineteenth century, the subject of her first book, 
Awake, Arise, and Act! A Womanist Call for Black Liberation (1994). Her 
other books include Can I Get A Witness? Prophetic Religious Voices of 
African American Women, An Anthology (1997), and Plenty Good Room: 
Black Women Versus Male Power in the Black Church (2008). 

Rosetta E. Ross is professor of religious studies at Spelman College in 
Atlanta. Her research and writing explore the role of religion in black 
women’s activism and focuses particularly on the civil rights movement. 
She is author of Witnessing and Testifying: Black Women, Religion, and 
Civil Rights (Fortress Press, 2003), which examines religion as a source 
that helped engender and sustain activities of seven black women civil 
rights leaders. Ross’s current research explores compassion and common 
sense in private and public life.

Emilie M. Townes is the associate dean of academic affairs and Andrew 
W. Mellon Professor of African American Religion and Theology at Yale 
University Divinity School with joint appointments in Yale University’s 



Contributors xi

African American studies department, religious studies department, and 
the Women, Gender, and Sexuality program. A past president of the 
American Academy of Religion, her books include Womanist Ethics and 
the Cultural Production of Evil (2006); Breaking the Fine Rain of Death: 
African American Health Issues and a Womanist Ethic of Care (2006); 
Womanist Justice, Womanist Hope (1993); and In a Blaze of Glory: Wom-
anist Spirituality as Social Witness (1995). 

Jonathan L. Walton is assistant professor of African American religions 
at Harvard University Divinity School, specializing in African Ameri-
can religious studies; religion, politics, media, and culture; and Chris-
tian social ethics. Walton’s scholarly work is grounded in the progressive 
strand of the African American religious tradition and informed by the 
creative potentiality and rhythmic sensibility of hip-hop culture. His 
first book is Watch This! The Ethics and Aesthetics of African American 
Religious Broadcasting (2009).

Traci C. West is professor of ethics and African American studies at 
Drew University Theological School, Madison, N.J. She is author of Dis-
ruptive Christian Ethics: When Racism and Women’s Lives Matter (2006); 
Wounds of the Spirit: Black Women, Violence, and Resistance Ethics (1999), 
and editor of Our Family Values: Same-Sex Marriage and Religion (2006). 
An ordained elder in the New York Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, she has also written several articles on violence 
against women, racism, clergy ethics, sexuality, and other justice issues 
in church and society. 


