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Participant Handout for  

Sanctified Living: More than Grace and Forgiveness, by Frank G. Honeycutt

Opening Prayer

Creator God, we thank you for placing us in a community of people who are richly blessed with gifts, talents, and other resources. Thank you for entrusting each of us with a variety of talents and passions. As we encounter you in Scripture and in our lives, show us what our gifts are and how we can use them in your service. Help us see the ways you want to bless the world and how we can be part of that amazing process. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Points to Ponder

Encountering Jesus
1. Read Luke 19:1-10. Where does Zacchaeus encounter Jesus? Where does he get to know Jesus? How do you think Zacchaeus felt in this story? What was his attitude?
2. What was Zacchaeus’s line of work? (See verse 2.) How did Zacchaeus’s work change as a result of meeting Jesus? How did his whole life change?
3. Think of some other people (in the Bible or in your own life) whose work, attitude, or sense of purpose changed as a result of meeting Jesus. Who changed? How did they change?

4. Where have you encountered Jesus? How did you feel blessed by the experience? When has the experience of feeling blessed inspired you to be a blessing to others?

Defining Vocation
5. Dave Daubert and Tana Kjos say Christian vocation is our call “to be useful to God in all that we do” (p. 15). Does being “useful to God” sound like an opportunity, a burden, or both? Why?

6. When have you felt “useful to God”? What were you doing? What talents were you and others using in that situation?
7. How did the activities you identified in question 6 affect you or others?

8. When and where have you encountered people doing each of the following things?

a. Sharing the good news (the gospel)

b. Praying for others

c. Making choices that put someone else’s needs ahead of their own comfort

9. Besides the activities in questions 6 and 8, how else can people be useful to God?

10. When have you wanted to feel more useful to God? What might need to change before you can answer that call?

Our Individual Vocations
11. Read Romans 12:4-8. What are the gifts described in these verses? What does this passage say to you about the way talents are distributed in the church?
12. Thinking of the gifts we identified in verses 6–8 and in questions 6–9, as well as other gifts you can identify, what are some gifts that you might have? Which activities do you care about a lot?
13. If some of the abilities you have and activities you love aren’t very “religious,” could God use them anyway? How?
14. Where do you see God already doing good things in your life, your family, and your community?
15. Where do you see needs for God to act in your life, your family, and your community?
16. In the foreword (p. 11), Kelly Fryer writes that the “missional question that ought to be at the center of our life together, as church” is this: “What is God doing here . . . and how can I help?”
a. How would you begin to answer the first part of this question?
b. How would you begin to answer the second part?
c. What parts of this question would you like to investigate further, so you have a more complete answer?
Closing Prayer
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

—attributed to Francis of Assisi
Source: Dave Daubert and Tana Kjos, Reclaiming the “V” Word: Renewing Life at Its Vocational Core (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009).

�





Participant Handout for 


Reclaiming the “V” Word: Renewing Life at Its Vocational Core


By Dave Daubert and Tana Kjos








Study Materials by Karen Schenkenfelder


© 2009 Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Minneapolis


May be reproduced for local use








