Contents

Foreword by Martin E. Marty. . ........ ... ... ... ... .. vii
Preface ... ... .. . xiii
Introduction. . .. ......... .. 1
Unchartered Waters. . ........ ... ... .. i 2
Missouri and the Religious Right. ................ .. ... ... .. 11
Clarifications. . ....... ... ... . 14
1. Change and Reaction in the LCMS: 1938-1965. . ... ... 17
Liberalism Ascendant. . ......... ... ... ... oo oL 17
Missouri’s Heyday. .. ....... ... .. 19
Mission and Money ......... ... ... . . i 21
The Ecumenical Sixties .. ........... ... ... ... ..., 23
A Young Conservative Takes Shape......................... ... 26
Taking Aim at the Faculty .......... .. ... ... ... ... ... 31
The Seminary Strikes Back .......... ... ... ... oL 35
Big Governmentin Missouri........... ... ... ... ... 0 38
Otten Buildsa Movement . .................................. 40
Tabloid Theology ....... ... ... .. . . . 42
The Preus Way .. ... 44
Moderates in Control. . ...... ... ... .. ... ... o L 47
Civil Rights and the LCMS . ....... ... ... ... ... .. 49
The Seminary Challenges Missouri Traditionalism ............... 53
Countering Christian News . ... ......... ... ... ..o .. 55
2. Countermovement: 1965-1969. . ................. 37
Commie Lies ........... ... .. ... . . . 61
Baalor God?. ... ... ... . . 64



vi Contents

1965: Detroit. .. ..o 65
Anti-intellectual Conservatism. . ............ .. .. ... .. ... ...... 67
Harms Struggles to Respond . .. ......... ... ... ... ... ..., 70
A Gathering Storm . . ... oo o 71
Mainstream Conservatives Organize. .......................... 73
The Reactionary Movements Converge . ....................... 76
Dalliance with Montgomery ............. ... ... ... ... ...... 80
Kookishness . ......... .. 82
The United Planning Conference . ............................ 84
Tietjen Joins the Fray. ......... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 88
Right Turnin Denver. . ....................... . o oo, 89
3. Power, Politics, and the Purge: 1969-1974 . ... .. .. .. 98
Pressure from the Right. . ........ ... ... ... ... ... .. 103
Charges, Mistrust, and Secrecy . . ............................ 109
Balance, Inc.: Robert Preus Steps Forward .................... 114
Preuss Plumber . ... ... .. .. . . . . 117
Concordia Seminary: The Noose Tightens . .. .................. 119
Purging Missouri Missions. . ..................... ... ... . ... 122
Preus’s Statement and the Blue Book . .. ...... ... ... .. ... ... 123
Struggling for Conservative Unity . ........................... 126
Keeping Otten on the Outside. . . ............................ 134
Jack Moves tothe Center. . ................................. 136
SeMINEX. . . .o 140
4. Genie on the Loose: 1974-1981 . ... ............. 151
Afterthe Battle. ... ... ... .. .. .. . . 151
The Movement Fractures . .............c.uuuiuiiiiiininn. .. 155
Blackmail. .. ... .. . 164
Otten and Preus: Open War. . ............................... 168
Preus vs. Preus . .. ... 172
Retirement and Vengeance ................................. 175
ConClUSION . . . . v v ot e e e e e 177
No Apologies. . . ... ... . 180
From Growthto Decline . ............. ... .. ... ... ... ....... 182
Abbreviations . .. ... ... 185
NOtES. ot 187
Bibliography . . ... .. 239

Index. ..o 251





