
vii

Contents

Abbreviations ix

1 Introduction 1
Introducing the Pseudepigrapha 1
The history of the Second Temple period 4
Format and organization 8
The significance of the Pseudepigrapha 10

2 Rewritten Bible 12
Introducing the genre of rewritten Bible 12
The Book of Jubilees 14
The Biblical Antiquities of Pseudo-Philo 23
Other examples of rewritten Bible 33
The significance of the rewritten Bible texts 34

3 Para-biblical literature or biblical expansions 38
Introducing the para-biblical literature 38
Joseph and Aseneth 39
The Life of Adam and Eve 50
Other examples of biblical expansion 58
The significance of the para-biblical texts 59

4 Non-narrative literature: poems, hymns and drama 62
Introducing the non-narrative literature 62
The Exagoge of Ezekiel the Tragedian 62
The Psalms of Solomon 69
The Sibylline Oracles 78
Other examples of poetic, hymnic and dramatic texts 89
The significance of the non-narrative literature 90

5 Testaments 93
Introducing the testament genre 93
The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs 94



Contents

viii

The Testament of Job 100
The Testament of Moses 108
The Testament of Abraham 115
Other examples of testamentary literature 121
The significance of testaments 121

6 Apocalyptic literature 125
Introducing the genre of apocalyptic literature 125
1 Enoch 127
4 Ezra 137
2 Baruch 147
Other examples of apocalyptic literature 155
The significance of apocalyptic literature 155

7 Conclusions 159

Index of ancient sources 167
Index of modern authors 177
Index of subjects 178




