CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ABBREVIATIONS

PART I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Tanak as the Foundation of Judaism

B. Christian Old Testament Theology

C. Jewish Biblical Theology

D. The Task of Jewish Biblical Theology
PART II. THE TORAH

A.  Overview
B. The Toledoth/Generations Sequence in the Torah

1.
2.
3.

10.
11.

The Creation of Heaven and Earth
The Generations of Heaven and Earth: Human Beings

The Generations of Adam:
Problems in Human Development

The Generations of Noah: The Flood

The Generations of Noah: The Spread of Humans
over the Earth

The Generations of Shem: History of the Semites

The Generations of Terah: Abraham and Sarah,
Ancestors of Israel

The Generations of Ishmael
The Generations of Isaac: Jacob/Israel and Neighbors
The Generations of Esau/Edom

The Generations of Jacob/Israel

vii

xi

xiii

11
20

45
55
55
58

61
62

63
65

65
70
70
76
76



viii

12.

TANAK

Joseph and His Brothers in Egypt
The Exodus from Egypt

From Raamses to Sukkot:
Consecration of the First-Born

From Sukkot to Etham: The Pillar of Fire and Cloud
From Etham to the Sea: Deliverance at the Reed Sea

From the Reed Sea to the Wilderness of Shur/Elim:
Water in the Wilderness

From Elim to the Wilderness of Sin:
Quails and Manna

From Sin to Rephidim: Amalek and Jethro
From Rephidim to Sinai: Revelation of Torah
1)  Arrival at Sinai

2)  Revelation from the Mountain

3)  Revelation from the Tabernacle

4)  Census and Organization of the People
around the Tabernacle

The Generations of Aaron and Moses: Israel under
the Guidance of the Levites

a.

b.

Sanctification of the People at Sinai Led by the Levites
From Sinai to the Wilderness of Paran:
Rebellion in the Wilderness
Moses’ Final Addresses to Israel,
Transfer of Leadership, and Death in Moab
1)  The Account of Moses’ Speeches to Israel
in Moab

a) Moses’ First Speech to Israel:
Exhortational Summary of Israel’s Journey
from Horeb/Sinai to Moab

b) Moses’ Second Speech to Israel:
Exhortational Summary of Divine Torah

c¢) Moses’ Third Speech to Israel:
Blessings and Curses

d) Moses’ Fourth Speech to Israel:
Final Exhortation to Observe the Covenant

2)  The Account of Moses’ Transfer of Leadership,
Death, and Burial in Moab

77
85

91
92
92

93

94
95
96
96
97
107

121

123
127

131

145

148

148

150

161

163

164



CONTENTS ix

PARrT IITA. THE FORMER PROPHETS

A. Overview 171
B. The Book of Joshua 179
C. The Book of Judges 193
D. The Book of Samuel 207
E. The Book of Kings 235

PArt IIIB. THE LATTER PROPHETS

A. Overview 265
B. The Book of Isaiah 269
C. The Book of Jeremiah 293
D. The Book of Ezekiel 319
E. The Book of the Twelve Prophets 343
1. Hosea 345

2. Joel 349

3. Amos 351

4. Obadiah 354

5. Jonah 354

6. Micah 357

7. Nahum 359

8. Habakkuk 360

9. Zephaniah 361

10. Haggai 362

11. Zechariah 363

12. Malachi 365

PARTIV. THE KETUVIM/WRITINGS

A. Overview 371
B. The Book of Psalms 375
C. The Book of Proverbs 399
D. The Book of Job 411



X TANAK

E. The Five Megillot 425
1. Overview 425
2. The Song of Songs 425
3. The Book of Ruth 429
4. The Book of Lamentations 433
5. The Book of Qoheleth 438
6. The Book of Esther 441
F. The Book of Daniel 449
G. The Book of Ezra-Nehemiah 459
H. The Book of Chronicles 471

ParT V. CONCLUSION

Some Concluding Thoughts 487
BIBLIOGRAPHY 491
INDEX OF AUTHORS CITED IN THE TEXT 513

INDEX OF SUBJECTS 521



