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Preface

My fascination with the Gospel of Mark goes back to my days as a 
seminary student. During one semester, I took an upper-level course 
on Mark. I found myself after each class session variously energized, 
puzzled, frustrated, and always desirous to learn more. Careful study 
of Mark’s Gospel can in itself inspire this kind of intellectual curiosity, 
but I was helped by having an exceptional instructor. Many thanks to 
Clifton Black for his outstanding teaching in this class.

Over the course of the writing of this work, I have benefited from 
the insights of a number of very f ine scholars. Abraham Smith, Joseph 
Tyson, and Jerome Neyrey all provided very important feedback on 
the ideas in this book. I am especially grateful to Jouette Bassler, a 
scholar of the highest caliber under whom it was my privilege to study. 
Her feedback on this work was crucial for its completion.
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I also wish to express my gratitude to my colleagues at United 
Theological Seminary, who are people of deep faith and intellectual 
rigor. I could not ask for a f iner group of colleagues. Larry Welborn, 
who is now on the faculty at Fordham University, was extremely help-
ful in providing guidance with regard to primary texts. My senior 
Bible colleague Tom Dozeman offered invaluable assistance in the 
preparation of this manuscript, not only by reading and critiquing 
chapters, but by talking through arguments, helping me to sharpen 
and clarify them. I am also grateful to my highly capable research 
assistant, Justin Williams.

Most of all I am grateful to my wife, Harriet, who not only proof-
read each chapter, but has supported me with unfailing encourage-
ment and patiently dealt with a husband who has been glued to a 
laptop for more time than should be allowed.


